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Zero to Hero: SUNIL KHUNTIA's Inspiring Journey 

unil's journey is a testament to the transformative power of skill development and the 

unwavering human spirit. Born into a modest family in Jajpur District, Odisha, where his 

father worked tirelessly as a farmer and his mother diligently managed the household, Sunil 

understood the value of hard work from an early age. Despite facing financial challenges, he 

persevered through his education at Sourika High School in Chingudipal. However, the path ahead 

seemed uncertain, lacking clear opportunities to translate his academic achievements into a 

fulfilling career. 

A turning point arrived when Sunil discovered the TATA Steel Foundation’s Multi-Skill 

Development Training Programme in Saruabil through social media. Recognizing this as a 

potential pathway to a brighter future, he, along with his guardian, visited the training center to 

explore the program further. After careful consideration, Sunil enrolled in the Four-Wheeler 

Service Assistant course, a decision that would significantly shape the trajectory of his life. 

The training program proved to be a crucible of transformation. With unwavering dedication, Sunil 

honed his technical skills, acquiring the expertise necessary to succeed in the competitive job 

market. The support provided by the Mukesh Himatsingka Foundation further strengthened his 

resolve and instilled in him the confidence to pursue his aspirations. 

The culmination of his efforts arrived during the campus placement drive. Sunil's newly acquired 

skills impressed Sterling Tools Limited, a renowned company in India. Recognizing his potential, 

they offered him a position as an Operator, a role that not only promised professional growth but 

also provided a stable income of Rs. 16,480/- per month. This was more than just a job; it was an 

opportunity to build a secure future for himself and his family. 

Sunil's story serves as an inspiration, demonstrating that with the right skills, unwavering 

determination, and a supportive ecosystem, individuals can overcome challenges and achieve 

remarkable success. His journey underscores the vital role of skill development programs in 

empowering individuals and fostering economic growth within communities. 
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